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Question: The Prairie Moon School wants to 
improve their ecology curriculum with a walking 
trail. How can a nature trail be designed to 
facilitate education and what are the benefits of 
such a trail?
Hypothesis: A walking trail around Prairie Moon 
can be designed to provide interaction with 
multiple native biomes. We hypothesize that this 
will greatly increase students’ understanding of 
native Kansas ecosystems.

● Community work day in the fall to build the trail

● Future removal of non-native plants; planting of 
native ones

● Addition of signage for different trail highlights

● Potential for future capstone classes to 
contribute

1 KU Environmental Studies
2 KU Environmental Studies
3 KU Environmental Studies, KU Honors Program
4 KU Environmental Studies
5 KU Environmental Studies and Mathematics
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Example of signage to be placed at 
prairie opening along trail

● Walk potential trail paths; Mark with tape
● Identify plants and trees
● Speak with teachers about educational 

materials
● Create materials, signage, budget, etc.

The Prairie Moon school in Lawrence, Kansas 
wants to utilize the native ecology on the property 
to supplement the environmental curriculum of its 
students. Our group planned constructed the 
materials for a trail that weaves through many 
environments, and includes signage for students in 
multiple grade levels.This trail design could be 
incorporated into guided lessons that could help 
emphasize the environment. This will allow 
students to gain a greater knowledge of the local 
fauna and have a better understanding of the 
ecosystem balance between prairie and forest.

         Plants to Remove                         Plants to Introduce

Educational materials and signage created for this project 
include: 

1. Lesson plan for ages 4-11
2. Lesson plan for ages 12+ 
3. Historical land formation sheet
4. Plant and tree identification sheet
5. Ecological zones sheet
6. Signage for Mud Creek, the prairie, and the forest

● Walking trails provide a unique opportunity to educate people 
of all ages about nature. 

● Environmental education encourages a love of nature, which 
may promote environmentalism later in life.

● Understanding the flora surrounding trails is important: it allows 
those using the trails to be more educated about nature, while 
also promoting native plant restoration. 
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Prairie Moon Trail Route located behind the Prairie 
Moon Early Education Center outside of Lawrence, KS

Common invasive species found on or around the trail 
and native species that could be introduced.

Wintercreeper
(Euonymus fortunei)

Multiflora Rose
(Rosa multiflora)

Japanese Honeysuckle
(Lonicera japonica)

European Buckthorn
(Rhamnus cathartica L.)

Wild Ginger
(Asarum canadense)

Eastern Red Columbine
(Aquilegia canadensis)

Golden Ragwort
(Packera aurea)

Solomon’s Seal
(Polygonatum biflorum)


