
Poster Presentation Worksheet 
Directions: Write one to two paragraphs for each of the two audiences below that summarizes how you 
would explain your poster to a visitor.  Imagine yourself presenting your poster and giving a two-minute 
summary of your research to someone; think about how you should adjust your explanation for a 
general audience versus someone who has more background in your area of research.  You will submit 
this worksheet along with your poster and it will be posted online. 

1. Your explanation for a general audience: 

We were asked by the Prairie Moon Waldorf School outside of Lawrence, Kansas, to build a 
trail for their students. We asked: How can a nature trail be designed to facilitate education 
and what are the benefits of such a trail? We hypothesized that a trail that provides 
interaction with multiple native biomes will greatly increase students’ understanding of 
native Kansas ecosystems. We first walked through and marked a trail path. Next, we 
identified plants and trees, as well as what plants we are interested in removing and planting. 
We then talked with the teachers at the school to determine what educational materials would 
best benefit the students. Our objective is to provide the Prairie Moon school with a packet of 
the materials needed to finish the construction of this trail. This packet includes a budget, 
signage, educational materials, a trail map, and a report on how the trail can be used to 
promote both environmental education and native prairie restoration.  

While the trail is not yet finished, our research found that walking trails provide a unique 
opportunity to educate people of all ages. Environmental education encourages a love of 
nature, which may promote environmentalism later in life. Finally, we also found that 
understanding the flora surrounding trails is important: it allows those using the trails to be 
more educated about nature, while also promoting native plant restoration. In the future, we 
plan to have a work day to build the trail, remove invasive plants, and plant native ones. This 
research was done through the EVRN615 Environmental Studies Capstone course. Thank 
you for your time.  

 

 

 



 

2. Your explanation for a professor from your department: 

 For this project, we worked with the Prairie Moon Waldorf School to design a walking 
trail and create educational materials to integrate students to nature, which is a tenant of 
Waldorf schools. We believe that walking trails are a great way to familiarize students with 
the surrounding ecosystem and catalyse a deeper relationship with nature. Our hypothesis 
was that creating a walking trail through Kansas’ native biomes would increase students' 
understanding of ecological concepts. Combined with the educational materials we designed, 
students will interact with the material that they are learning.  

 Our first step was to mark out a trail that weaves through different ecosystems. On the 
property there is grassland that is tangent to Mud Creek and there is a forest that consists of 
mostly deciduous trees. Next, we identified invasive species that we wanted to remove such 
as garlic mustard and wintercreeper and identified areas to place plants native to the area 
such as Wild Ginger (asarum canadense) and Solomon's Seal (polygonum biflorum). Then 
we collaborated with some of the teachers at Prairie Moon to design and create educational 
materials to supplement the walking trail. These materials include signage, lesson plans on 
prairie management, a guide on historical land formation, a page on ecological zones, and 
plant identification and uses sheets. The next steps for this trail include construction of the 
path, removal of invasive species, addition of native species, and placement of signage 
around the trail. We believe the trail will be a valuable asset to the Prairie Moon School 
curriculum and will inspire future environmentalists. Thank you for your time.  

 


