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1.   Your explanation for a general audience: 

For our Environmental Studies Capstone project, we have created an information 

inventory to support the Douglas County Office of Sustainability as they begin to create a 

plan for a county-wide open space program. Open spaces are defined as any 

undeveloped parcels of land (areas with no major buildings or structures) within a 

community that are accessible to the public. Open space plans or programs serve the 

purpose of providing protection for natural and historical sites that ensure these areas are 

protected, yet still accessible to the public. Another function of an open space plan is to 

provide natural green spaces that can be used as public parks and recreation sites. In 

Douglas County, the current state of open space is that there are many different isolated 

parks, trials, and natural areas (like the Baker Wetlands). But there currently is not a plan 

for a comprehensive and county-wide open space program. Douglas County would like 

to establish such a plan in the near future, and our project was to collect all of the existing 

information pertaining to open spaces in Douglas County. Many organizations and 

individuals, such as the Kansas Land Trust and the Kansas Biological Survey, have done 

research about natural areas, trails, parks, and more in Douglas County. Our group's 

main goal for our research project was to create an inventory of that information, in one 

place for easy access by Douglas County. By referring to this centralized information 

inventory, the Douglas County Office of Sustainability and others involved in creating an 

open space plan will be able to easily find the information they need.  

2.   Your explanation for a professor from your department: 

For our Environmental Studies Capstone project, we have been working with local 

sustainability, land-use, conservation, and preservation stakeholders to create a 

comprehensive information inventory on open spaces in Douglas County. Open spaces 

serve to meet a variety of social and ecological community goals, while also contributing 

positively to the mental and physical health of local residents. The Douglas County Office 

of Sustainability is hoping to implement a county-wide open space program in the 

upcoming year. Throughout the semester, we had discussions with stakeholders and 

researchers regarding the current status of open spaces in the county. We gathered 

information from those meetings and from other research into a central inventory of the 

available information, detailing the research and information that already exists as well as 



identifying gaps in the existing research. This information inventory will provide the 

research background necessary to support Douglas County’s Office of Sustainability in 

their initiative to create a county-wide, comprehensive plan for new and existing open 

spaces throughout the county.  


