
Poster Presentation Worksheet 

Directions: Write one to two paragraphs for each of the two audiences below that summarizes how you 

would explain your poster to a visitor.  Imagine yourself presenting your poster and giving a two-minute 

summary of your research to someone; think about how you should adjust your explanation for a 

general audience versus someone who has more background in your area of research.  You will submit 

this worksheet along with your poster and it will be posted online. 

1. Your explanation for a general audience: 

 
 This research demonstrates the local impact of climate change by showing how 

glacial retreat brings vegetation decline in the Santa River Basin in the Cordillera Blanca 

of the Peruvian Andes. I proposed that glacial retreat has a positive relationship with 

vegetation decline. Simply put, glacial retreat means vegetation decline. Retreating 

glaciers result in less water available to support the vegetation. I used yearly satellite 

imagery from 1987 to 2019 to show changes in glacial extents and vegetation coverage to 

test the hypothesis. The analysis used two different indicators, one to identify the extent 

of the glaciers and one to identify the extent of the vegetation. Once the areas of the 

glacial and vegetation covers were identified, their relationship was shown through 

simple graphical analysis and statistical comparison. The results show no relationship 

between changes in glacial land cover area and vegetated land cover area. As such, the 

hypothesis is proved false. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Your explanation for a professor from your department: 

 
 This research demonstrates the local impact of climate change by showing how 

glacial retreat brings vegetation decline in the Santa River Basin in the Cordillera Blanca 

of the Peruvian Andes. I proposed that glacial retreat has a positive correlation with 

vegetation decline. Retreating glaciers result in less water available to support the 

vegetation. I used annual Landsat imagery from 1987 through 2019, except for four years 

that did not have usable imagery, to show changes in glacial extents and vegetation cover 

to test the hypothesis. The analysis used the Normalized Difference Snow Index (NDSI), 

the Normalized Difference Water Index (NDWI) and the Normalized Difference 

Vegetation Index (NDVI) to identify the extent of the glaciers and vegetation. The NDWI 

was required to separate water areas from glacial areas, as both were identified by the 

NDSI. Once the extents of the glacial and vegetation covers were identified, their 

relationship was determined through graphical analysis and statistical correlation. The 

results show no correlation between changes in glacial land cover area and vegetated land 

cover area. As such, the hypothesis is proved false. 


