
Poster Presentation Worksheet 
Directions: Write one to two paragraphs for each of the two audiences below that summarizes 
how you would explain your poster to a visitor.  Imagine yourself presenting your poster and 
giving a two-minute summary of your research to someone; think about how you should adjust 
your explanation for a general audience versus someone who has more background in your 
area of research.  You will submit this worksheet along with your poster and it will be posted 
online. 

1. Your explanation for a general audience: 

 The University of Kansas needs greener cleaners. By greener, we mean cleaning 
products with a lower environmental impact and healthier for us. Currently, cleaning products 
used on campus are varied in their ecological footprint. In our research, we graded these 
cleaners on an A-F scale, and KU’s campus cleaners are all along this scale. Cleaning products 
in the C-F range will be adverse to human and environmental health, with toxic chemicals and 
fragrances. We created a survey for students living in the scholarship halls to fill out about their 
experiences with the current cleaning products. The results of the survey showed that though 
the current cleaning products KU uses have a green seal label, there were still many cases 
where students had severe health concerns as a result of the cleaners they were using. 

Because of this, we found three different alternatives: the Lotus Pro, Envirox, and 
different products from Grainger. The Lotus Pro is a machine that converts tap water into an 
effective green cleaner capable of replacing most products on campus, with no additional 
products required. Envirox is a green cleaning product brand with analogous products to those 
currently used at KU, and provides these at a reduced rate compared to estimated current 
cleaning costs. The final alternative is an adjustment to the products purchased from Grainger 
(our current cleaning product supplier), which is the most open-ended, as there are many 
options on the Grainger website. These options are, comparatively, more expensive than either 
the Lotus Pro or Envirox. Given these options, we recommend the Lotus Pro for KU to 
implement. 

2. Your explanation for a professor from your department: 

Cleaning products at KU are given little to no consideration for their environmental and 
health impacts. We researched what cleaners we could find being used at KU to examine each 
ingredient, and then graded each cleaner on a scale of A-F based on the Environmental 
Working Group’s Guide to Healthy Cleaning. The cleaners we found were all rated along this 
scale. We were especially concerned about those graded C-F, as they include known toxins and 
fragrances. To understand the experiences of those who work with the chemicals everyday, we 



administered a survey for the students in the scholarship halls that highlighted the products they 
use, where they use them, if they were properly trained to handle them, if they had any 
outstanding health concerns, and if those health concerns had been worsened after using the 
products. The results of the survey showed that 43% of the respondents developed health 
concerns or had health concerns that were worsened after using the products. As a result of 
these findings, we found three alternate cleaning options for KU that had also been successfully 
implemented at other midwest universities of our size. These are the Lotus Pro, Envirox, and 
new products from Grainger, which is our current supplier. 

The Lotus Pro is a machine that converts tap water into an effective green cleaner 
capable of replacing most products on campus, with no additional products required. Envirox is 
a green cleaning product brand with analogous products to those currently used at KU, and 
provides these at a reduced rate compared to estimated current cleaning costs. The final 
alternative is an adjustment to the products purchased from Grainger (our current cleaning 
product supplier), which is the most open-ended, as there are many options on the Grainger 
website. These options are, comparatively, more expensive than either the Lotus Pro or 
Envirox. Given these options, we recommend the Lotus Pro for KU to implement. 


